NOTES	189
page 86. 5. obols: the obol was an ancient Greek coin (first of silver, later of bronze) worth about i^d.
6. panegyric: elaborate praise ; originally a public laudatory discourse in speech or writing.
2i. lucubration: literally, a work done by artificial light; in modern use, a learned written discourse, or a laborious literary composition.
27. Hesiod: an early Greek poet; flourished, it is thought, about 750 b.c. Born at Ascra in Bootia. Wrote Works and Days, a poem dealing with contemporary agricultural life ; and the Theogony, which gives a mythical account of the origin of the world and the genealogy of the gods, and forms, with Homer (from which it differs widely in detail) the basis of Greek mythology.
page 87. 2. heir general: legal term used to include heirs, female as well as male ; one entitled by law to succeed to the property or rank of a deceased person.
19.    ratiocination:   the process of reasoning.
page 88. 14, 15. a half-obol tow-link: a cheap and crude torch of uncombed flax fibre dipped in grease and giving a dim smoky light.
19, 20. the expedition, against Samos: Samos (a large island in the Aegean) attempted to secede from its alliance with Athens in 440 b.c., but was conquered and degraded by a large Athenian fleet under Pericles after a prolonged siege.
21. Artemon: prominent Christian - £eacher in Rome who commended humanitarian ideas ; flourished c. a.d. 230.
27.    Miletus: town in Asia Minor near the mouth of the river Meander.
ESSEX  AND  SPENSER
The scene of this ^dialogue is Essex House in the Strand, and the date December 1598. Robert Devereux, Earl of Essex, the favourite of Queen Elizabeth, was in 1599 to be appointed Lieutenant and Governor General of Ireland, and his execution in 1601 was partly a consequence of treason during his term of office. Edmund Spenser, the poet, had been private secretary to the Lord Deputy (Lord Grey of Wilton) in Dublin, and had afterwards settled down in Kilcolman Castle where he wrote the Faerie Queene. In October 1596, rebellion broke out in Munster, and the O'Neills under the Earl of Desmond, burnt the castle. It is probable that Spenser escaped with all his family and fled to London, but Ben Jonson's account, recorded by Drummond, stated that his little child was burned to death, that he refused money from Essex, saying that he was sure he had no time to spend it, and that he died from want in King Street. This account Landor has followed, and his pitiful description of the poet's agony and distress make it one of the most pathetic and dramatic of the Conversations.

